
KAREN DAVIDSON 

John Guendert is called the

pepper whisperer. Through trial

and error, the field manager has

coaxed 30 tons of pepper pro-

duction per acre, double that of

five years ago at Sandy Shore

Farms, Port Burwell, Ontario. 

“Bare ground production has

marginal returns at 15 tons per

acre,” says Marc Wall, partner in

the farm, near Lake Erie. “By

using plastic and drip irrigation,

we’re now able to pull off the

yields we need on half the

acreage.”

The current crop of 160 acres

is expected to top 35 tons per

acre, thanks to a fertigation 

program with increased calcium

levels. This season’s plentiful

rain has supplemented what is

offered through the driplines.

The biggest threat to such a

lush canopy as peppers is 

bacterial spot. The soil-borne

disease is kept at bay with the

peppers grown on plastic.

“Because of minimum wage

increases, farmers will have to

make production more 

efficient,” says Wall.

“Plasticulture is one way to

lower the picking cost. Our

labour force loves this system.”    

The crop is hand harvested

several times from early August

right up until frost. The surprise

is that these crisp bell peppers

are destined for the processing

market in the U.S. They are

cored and sliced in half on the

packing line before being

packed in bulk cardboard bins

for shipment. Destination?

Anywhere east of the

Mississippi River. 

“That market seems 

insatiable,” says Wall. “Tim

Hortons has a snack wrap that

includes a slice of green, red

and yellow pepper. And many

other companies include 

peppers in their frozen medley

mixes or pizzas. Peppers are

added to many different foods

for colour and sweetness.”  

The venture is not without

risk. No crop insurance exists

for peppers, and the biggest

worry is hail. Sandy Shore

Farms, also a major grower of

asparagus, has experienced the

loss of the first pick of asparagus

to frost – a $250,000 hit. To

date, they have not had the

same issue with peppers. 

In the last decade, fruit 

farmers have mitigated weather

extremes with wind machines,

hail netting and irrigation 

sprinklers. Vegetable farmers,

however, can’t justify the

expense because they rotate

crops. So row covers and plastic

tunnels have made inroads,

even at costs of $3,000 per acre. 

Continued on page 3
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THE FUTURE OF FIELD VEGETABLES    

Plasticulture: a light at end of the tunnel 

The dense canopy of these field peppers and a heavy flower set are two clues to the productivity of this crop pictured in September 2016.  What can’t be seen are the plasticulture and
drip lines underneath. Marc Wall (L) and field manager John Guendert, Sandy Shore Farms, Port Burwell, Ontario, are big believers in the technology for a crop they almost abandoned.
Photos by Glenn Lowson. 
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185K jobs at risk 

Too much, too soon. And

please slow down.

This is the consensus of a

broad business coalition which

has released an economic impact

analysis of Ontario’s proposed

changes to minimum wages and

other labour reforms. Under Bill

148, minimum wages would rise

from $11.40/hour to $14/hour on

January 1, 2018 and to $15/hour

on January 1, 2019. 

“We’ve run the numbers and

it’s clear that this is too much, too

soon,” says Karl Baldauf, vice

president of policy and govern-

ment relations at the Ontario

Chamber of Commerce and

spokesperson for the Keep

Ontario Working Coalition

(KOW). The changes presented

in Bill 148, he says, will have 

dramatic unintended 

consequences that include

putting close to 185,000 jobs at

risk in the first two years. Owners

of small businesses are likely to

be impacted five times more than

large businesses. He predicts

everyday consumer goods and

services will increase by 

thousands of dollars for each and

every family in Ontario. 

The coalition is asking the

Ontario government to slow

down implementation to provide

appropriate offsets that will 

protect jobs. On scheduling, the

government is advised to look for

sector-based exemptions because

one-size-fits-all solutions don’t

work.

Jan VanderHout, chair of the

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable

Growers’ Association, agrees. 

“I am quite concerned about

the impact on Ontario growers of

such a large increase in minimum

wage in such a short time,” he

says. “I believe that in time we

can demand more from the 

marketplace through gradual

increases but to expect returns to

increase at the pace of minimum

wage is unrealistic.  It is critical

that some means of mitigating

the impact of the January 1st

minimum wage increase be found

before growers switch to fewer

labour-intensive crops or 

potentially stop growing all

together.” 

While dozens of economists

have publicly supported a $15

minimum wage, the coalition

argues “that letter of opinion is

not an economic analysis.”  

The coalition of 15 associa-

tions includes participants such as

Canadian Federation of

Independent Grocers, Food and

Beverage Ontario, Ontario

Federation of Agriculture and the

Ontario Chamber of Commerce.   

The analysis was performed

by the Canadian Centre for

Economic Analysis (CANCEA).

For the full report, go to:

http://bit.ly/2vCLhAw

New at the Royal

Competition deadlines are

approaching for this year’s Royal

Agricultural Winter Fair (Royal)

scheduled for November 3-12 in

Toronto, Ontario. While the show

is transitioning to a demonstra-

tion format for most fruits and

vegetables, it will organize 

competitions for apples and giant

vegetables where entries and

public interest are strong. 

The horticultural competition

booklet can be found at:

http://bit.ly/2hoWNMo Entry

closing date for the apple 

competition is Monday 

October 9.  

The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable

Growers’ Association and its

members will staff an exhibit

near the Farm to Table

Discovery Zone. 

“The Royal also received an

Ontario 150 grant for a project we

are calling A Place to Grow: 150

Years of Innovation in Ontario

Agriculture and Food,” says Peter

Hohenadel, director, agriculture

and food, for the Royal. The

University of Guelph will be the

presenting sponsor. This project

envisions a large-scale exhibit at

the Royal, a themed website and

an education module that will be

shared with a thousand Ontario

schools. 
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The Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers has announced that

Joe Sbrocchi will become its new general manager effective

September 18. He will leave his position of vice-president, 

business development, Mastronardi Produce to join the 

organization that leads more than 200 growers representing nearly

2900 acres of hydroponic production of tomatoes, peppers and

cucumbers. The produce veteran also has career experience with

national retailers Sobey’s and Walmart. 

Chris Ballard, MPP Newmarket-Aurora, is Ontario’s new minister

of the environment and climate change, filling the portfolio

vacated by Glen Murray on July 31. He will oversee the 

transition to a low-carbon economy through the cap-and-trade

program introduced by his predecessor. Ballard has had a long

career, first in journalism and then in public affairs. Murray is

leaving to be executive

director of the Calgary-

based Pembina Institute

to work on energy issues

from a national 

perspective.   

Photo right: Chris Ballard,

harvesting carrots with

Holland Marsh grower

Avia Eek. 

The new Canadian Centre for Food Integrity (CCFI) has elected

a new chair and board members. Kim McConnell, best-known as

founder of Calgary-based AdFarm and most recently an inductee

into the Order of Canada, is the new chair. He is joined by:   

Dave Eto (Naturally Splendid, BC), Adele Buettner (AgriBiz

Communications Corp, SK), Gwen Paddock (Royal Bank, ON),

Sylvie Cloutier (Conseil De La Transformation Alimentaire Du

Quebec CTAQ, PQ), and Mary Robinson (potato farmer, PEI).

Three former Farm & Food Care Canada directors (Bruce

Christie, Carolynne Griffith and Ian McKillop) are also members

of the inaugural board. Crystal Mackay will assume the role as

president of the Canadian Centre for Food Integrity. 

Brian Brown has joined the Peak of the Market team as a sales

representative in the Winnipeg office. He offers more than 25

years of sales and food service experience. 

Congrats to Gavin Robertson of Niagara, Ontario, who has been

named a Nuffield 2018 Scholar. Currently, he is wine-maker and

vineyard coordinator at the Niagara College Teaching Winery.

Gavin will examine the curriculum and content of a wide range

of international viticulture training programs, as well as seek

input from industry stakeholders, including vineyard and winery

owners and operators, 

Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield is the draw for the Grape

Growers of Ontario (GGO) 2017 Celebrity Luncheon on

September 13. He will add excitement to the GGO’s 70th

anniversary and the opening of the 66th Annual Niagara Grape

and Wine Festival. 

The Ontario Processing Vegetable Growers (OPVG) has hired

Cathy Lennon to be the new general manager effective

September 18.  OPVG, based in London, Ontario, is a non-profit

organization for producers of 14 vegetable crops for canning,

freezing and pickling. Lennon is known to many in the process-

ing vegetable industry through the Processing Vegetable Industry

Conference Committee since joining in 2007. She is currently

chair of the event scheduled for Jan 31 - Feb 1, 2018.  

Jim Clark has been appointed for a two-year term to the position

of chair, Ontario Farm Products Marketing Commission. Clark

has acted as interim chair since January 2017.  The Commission

administrates the regulated marketing system and oversees 

marketing boards in the province. Clark is currently executive

director of the Ontario Cattle Feeders’ Association and is co-

owner and operator of a beef and cow-calf farm in Elgin County. 

Horticulture is lobbying for a

slower approach to minimum

wage increases to $15/hour. 
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For vegetable growers, some

of the extreme weather threats

are excessive moisture (2017),

lack of moisture (2016) or things

such as mid-season hailstorms

says Dennis Van Dyk, vegetable

specialist for the Ontario

Ministry of Agriculture, Food

and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA). 

“Hailstorms, high winds and

pelting rain are issues that we

just don’t have the technology

to solve on a large field scale at

this point,” says Van Dyk. “To

deal with the fluctuating water

issues, growers have been

investing heavily in improving

their water use efficiencies.

Whether that’s through tiling,

improved irrigation equipment,

precision irrigation or fertigation

there’s a lot currently being

done in vegetables.”

High tunnels and row covers

have increased in popularity as

more growers recognize the

value of extending the season. 

“Diversified operations

which typically market their

storage or root vegetables over

the winter can now supplement

those with fresh greens from a

high tunnel greenhouse,” says

Van Dyk. “Some large commer-

cial veg growers are using row

covers to try and push the limits

in the spring in order to fetch a

premium in that early market.

In some cases they are now able

to grow multiple crops in a 

season whereas before that just

wasn’t possible.” 

In conjunction with row 

covers, a few growers are 

experimenting with the

ConnectedCrops app developed

by Esprida Corporation for 

real-time in-field sensor data. 

“It’s interesting how growers

are finding new ways of using

and interpreting field data,”

says Asad Jobanputra, Esprida

Corporation. “Irrigation is a case

in point. You can see water 

levels increase because of rain

or irrigation and how quickly

the water levels fall. This is

very helpful for irrigators who

need to figure out how long to

wait after a heavy rainfall before

they need to start irrigating.

This has been really helpful

with all the rain we’ve had in

Ontario this year.” 

Frost protection applications

are also helpful.  Some growers

covered their crops with black

plastic in the spring and then

used the temperature sensors to

compare temperatures inside

and outside. The sensors 

verified almost 15°C difference

between inside and outside. In

cold weather, the temperature

sensors can also be mounted at

different heights, so they can

verify if a temperature inversion

is happening directly in the

field, or whether the inversion is

isolated to a weather station a

couple kilometers away.  

Soil temperature monitoring

is useful in measuring 

microbiological activity in the

spring, especially in organic

fields. This data offers an 

accurate picture of when 

microbiology is active and able

to produce nutrients in a form

that’s readily available to the

plants. It’s a more detailed 

picture than looking at air 

temperatures alone. 

All of these inputs – from

plastic to drip irrigation to 

sensors – are finetuning the 

precision with which vegetables

are grown. 

“We are seeing agriculture

evolve by creating systems of

high efficiency,” says Wall. “It’s

an adapt-or-die era for Ontario

agriculture.”  

Plasticulture: a light at end 
of the tunnel 

UNITED STATES

Stemilt launches Rave
apple 

Washington-based Stemilt

Growers has the rights to Rave,

the newest apple brand to come

out of the University of

Minnesta’s breeding program.

Feedback is eagerly anticipated

this fall from consumers in

select regions of the U.S. for

the early season variety.  

Will Rave represent three

times lucky for breeder David

Bedford? He’s enjoyed a stellar

track record with the popular

Honeycrisp and subsequently,

SweeTango apples. 

The Stemilt Growers’ web-

site has a fun twist: There’s an

Apple for That. You can find

the correct variety of apple

depending on what you desire

in colour, texture, taste and

cooking property. Go here:

http://bit.ly/2wXzZGH

INTERNATIONAL

CHINA

Hong Kong hosts Asia Fruit Logistica 

From September

6-8, Hong Kong

will be the venue

for Asia Fruit

Logistica, expect-

ing to attract

more than 11,000

visitors. Several

conferences will

focus on specific

topics. 

Cool Logistics

Asia, for example, will look at changing perishable trade patterns

and intra-Asia shipping. Reefer container shipping, logistics for

beginners and airfreight will be discussed.

Global logistics specialists will share counsel on how to choose

the right external logistics service providers, ocean freight trade

forecasts, port efficiency, trans-shipment and just-in-time delivery

of the freshest possible produce by air or by sea.

In the AsiaFruit Congress, Shirley Zhu of global food and 

grocery analyst IGD will outline some of the macro-trends. Some

examples: the ‘reshaping of hypermarkets,’ the growth in 

‘proximity retail’ and the ‘forefront of omnichannel.’

For insight on more of the program, go to: 

www.asiafruitlogistica.com/

UNITED STATES

Expect more organic pears 

The Pear Bureau Northwest is predicting similar volumes of

fruit, compared to last year. That figure is about 18 million 44-

pound boxes, or nine per cent below the five-year average.

However, the percentage of organic pears is expected to climb 

significantly. 

Washington and Oregon growers report that organic pears will 

comprise about 1.45 million boxes, a 22 per cent increase over last

year.  

Source:  FreshPlaza.com 

Look closely amongst the dense canopy to find six peppers 

nestled against the plastic and thriving in sandy soil. Another

flower bud signals more to come by frost. 

Row covers erected on top of plastic are making a big difference in vegetable productivity. 
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While Mary Kay Sonier is the seed coordinator with

the Prince Edward Island Potato Board, she is also the

project lead for the potato variety evaluation activity of

the Canadian Horticulture Council Research Cluster

under Growing Forward 2. She spoke at the Potato

Research Day at Ontario’s Elora Research Station

(north of Guelph) on August 16. 

“I started my potato career at Guelph working on

the potato breeding and variety evaluation program,”

said Sonier. “At that time, it was a collaboration

between Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and

the University of Guelph. Although potato breeding no

longer takes place at this site, the variety evaluation

work has continued and expanded.”

Variety evaluation at the University of Guelph is

extensive because of the strong partnership between

the local industry -- the Ontario Potato Board and

processors – and the University and various levels of

government.  As well as field production evaluation,

research continues on post-harvest, processing quality

and potato nutrition aspects.  

The goal is to produce new varieties with improved

traits: marketable yield, disease resistance, suitability

for processing or eating quality or filling a specialty

market. These innovations will propel the potato 

industry forward. 

Plans are currently underway to continue variety

evaluation under the recently announced AAFC

Canadian Agricultural Partnership that will run from

2018-2023.  Part of the proposal will be sites for 

evaluation of new lines from the AAFC breeding 

program in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan,

Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Prince

Edward Island. As well, regional variety evaluation 

trials in these provinces will look at new varieties from

numerous sources (not just AAFC) as well as best 

management practices for local production of lines

approaching or in the early stages of commercialization.

It is important to breed potato varieties that are suitable

for Canadian growing conditions. 

The Potato Research Cluster proposal will include 

projects such as: soil health and addressing potato early

dying complex, IPM tools for wireworm control in

Canada, characterizing strains, new management 

strategies and tools for control of pests such as scab,

Colorado Potato Beetle and late blight.

Potato research is a national endeavor

Quebec’s crop of haskaps has been rewarding, matching the out-

put of the rest of Canada which is mainly concentrated in

Saskatchewan and Alberta.

“The 2017 Quebec crop has been a record,” says Samuel Coté,

field manager for Saint-Bruno-based Quebec Wild Blueberries Inc.

“We’re estimating that Quebec has produced about 90 tons.” 

Quebec growers’ interest in haskaps is a natural outgrowth of the

well-established wild blueberry and cranberry industries. With 

processing and freezing facilities in Saint-Bruno, Saint-Félicien,

Dolbeau and Newport, the thumb-sized berries are size-graded and

frozen. About 75 per cent of the crop is sold to Canadian buyers

specializing in local products, while most of the remainder goes to

the United States. Coté explains that the beverage industry is

interested in juice, while confectioners make jam. Future 

opportunities lie in the yogurt industry.

With the planting of 1.5 million bushes since 2007, the haskap

industry is now gaining more sustained interest from buyers.

Mechanical harvesting – and the availability of a variety suitable for

this method – has made investment more attractive. About 200

growers with a core of 40 have banded together under Boréalis

Nature Fruit. The non-profit Quebec Haskap Association is also

forming to raise awareness of the fruit. 

Most of the production originates from the Saguenay-Lac-St.-

Jean, Quebec center and south of Quebec City. Haskaps, a niche

berry, offer an alluring taste mixture of blueberry, raspberry,

rhubarb and cassis. Coté is hooked himself. He grows 25 acres. 

“The volumes aren’t totally there yet, but we’re ready to build

awareness and to encourage more development of new products,”

says Coté.

Haskaps gain in production and popularity

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Scorching temperatures of

30°C plus throughout much of

August dampened prospects for

the blueberry harvest in British

Columbia this summer.

Estimates are for 70 million

pounds of fresh blueberries and

60 million pounds of frozen

blueberries for 2017. This is

down from 50 million pounds of

fresh blueberries and 110 

million pounds of frozen blue-

berries for 2016, according to

Anju Gil, acting executive

director, BC Blueberry Council. 

The blueberry crop is

already predicted to be lower in

volume due to some varieties

succumbing to winterkill and a

poor pollination in the spring.

That said, there are many micro

climates in the Fraser Valley,

from Delta to Cloverdale,

Surrey, Pitt Meadows and

Hope. Harvest conditions vary

by location. 

August’s heat wave was hard

on fruit and bushes, says Jack

Bates, Tecarte Farms, who

mechanically harvests 90 acres

of blueberries. 

Mechanically harvested fruit

is shipped to one of 28 packers

in the valley, the same day of

harvest for immediate 

refrigeration. The fruit is frozen

in drums or individually-quick-

frozen into specific pack sizes

according to customer needs.

Two new plants were erected

this year to handle blueberry

harvest, one at Abbotsford and

another at Chilliwack. Having

access to cold storage reduces

risk of fruit stranded in the

field.

Heat wave impacts blueberry harvest
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Machine harvesting at Jack Bates’ Tecarte Farms, Delta, British

Columbia. 



Parching temperatures of

35°C greeted Stefano Poni in

Kelowna, British Columbia in

mid-August as the Italian 

viticulturist continued as guest

speaker for the Triggs

International Premium Vinifera

Lecture Series. The 10th

anniversary of the event is 

organized by the Cool Climate

Oenology and Viticulture

Institute (CCOVI) based at

Ontario’s Brock University. 

“This series is an important

part of CCOVI’s outreach activ-

ities to support the national

grape and wine industry,” said

Debbie Inglis, CCOVI director.

“It is crucial that we continue

to offer unique educational

opportunities to our partners in

Ontario and British Columbia.”

While Ontario’s rainy summer

has promoted lush vegetation

and challenged timing of leaf

removal to expose grape clus-

ters, British Columbia is 

experiencing a hot and dry 

season. Accordingly, Poni

adjusted his counsel about

canopy management at Quails’

Gate Winery on August 8 and at

Summerland Research and

Innovation Centre on August 9.  

On August 8, he addressed

the impacts of different 

practices on managing overall

crop development, methods to

delay or enhance fruit maturity

and timings that will influence

final crop quality. For the

British Columbia audience,

Poni discussed best practices

for leaf removal, low input 

viticulture and high yields, how

to create a balanced vine and

the use of Scott Henry training

systems. 

“We like to be sustainable

using our terroir, but the issue

is to have a remuneration yield

with cost reductions,” said Poni.

“ It’s not easy but we must

make an attempt.”  

For Dr. Poni’s keynote 

lecture at Brock University, go

here: www.brocku.ca/ccovi

Put a happy face on Nova

Scotia’s apple industry, 

particularly this year with no

extremes in the weather.

Besides that, an under-35 

generation is returning to the

farm and new varieties such as

Honeycrisp and SweeTango are

contributing to profits. 

“I’m the lost generation in

my forties,” says Lisa

Jenereaux, orchard manager for

the Spurr Brothers Farms 

operation near Kingston, Nova

Scotia. She noted the age 

differences in the orchard tour

participants who visited seven

operations in the Annapolis

Valley on August 3. Most 

growers are in their fifties or

older.  “We’re all excited about

the future of the industry,” she

says.

In the last decade to 15

years, high-density orchards

have made the difference with

plantings of 1200 to 2000 trees

per acre. However, local

research is needed to under-

stand how hard new trees can

be pushed to produce as quickly

as possible. That’s why Chris

Duyvelshoff at Perennia  has

conducted nitrogen trials to

measure what rates and timings

are best.  

“In one of my apple blocks, I

have a sulfur deficiency, so it’s

hard for nitrogen to be taken

up,” says Jenereaux. 

One of the sweet spots for

some Nova Scotia growers is the

club variety called SweeTango.

“It’s now my favourite apple,”

says Jenereaux. “It has a lot of

the characteristics of

Honeycrisp.”  

She manages seven acres of

SweeTango now and has been

given the rights to grow another

five acres. “I would plant more

if I could,” she says, remarking

on the growing conditions of

warm days and cool nights

which make for red colouring.

The timing of the SweeTango

harvest in mid-September 

complements their farm’s 

harvesting schedule.

Gravenstein’s come off earlier

and Honeycrisp come off in late

September. 

For Jenereaux, there were

three highlights on the tour.

1. Fall herbicides.  

2. AgWeather Atlantic Network 

3.  Feasibility of bud in place

strategy

THE GROWER
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Best practices for best vines  

Apple orchard tour attracts younger generation

Agricultural tax accountants

across the country are warning

of unintended consequences for

farmers if federal tax reform

goes forward. The proposal is

targeting wealthy professionals

who are incorporated, but many

farm businesses fall under that

category. In fact, there are more

than 40,000 family farm 

corporations in Canada.

The proposed new rules —

such as disqualifying capital

gains earned by minors and

restricting the use of family

trusts for the exemption —

could mean farmers take a big

hit on their retirement plans. 

The proposal was issued July

18 and is open for 75 days of

public comment ending

October 2. For more on a

National Post story which

explored the agricultural 

perspective,  go here: 

http://bit.ly/2uP1SzI

ONTARIO

ONTARIO/BRITISH COLUMBIA

Be aware of new tax proposals 

CROSS COUNTRY DIGEST

Dr. Stefano Poni 
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For Canadian horticulture, NAFTA

2.0 translates to two billion dollars.

That’s how much trade is on the line in

the NAFTA renegotiations which kicked

off on August 16. 

No one is more sensitive to that 

balance than Rick Alcocer, chair of the

board for the Canadian Produce

Marketing Association (CPMA). As an

American based in Salinas, California

and in his role as senior vice-president

sales for Duda Farms Fresh Foods, he’s

had 36 years of experience shipping

fruits and vegetables across borders. 

“The fear of every grower is that they

might be traded away for a pickup

truck,” he says. The tongue-in-cheek

reference is to the danger of becoming

collateral damage as the American 

negotiators seek new content rules in the

automotive industry.  

“Business has boomed under

NAFTA,” he continues. “We don’t want

to see our gains bartered away.” 

The aggressive timeline of the

NAFTA renegotiations has focused the

agricultural industry in an unprecedent-

ed way. What’s been beneficial, says

Alcocer, is the opportunity for positive

messaging to government leaders who

might not be aware of the economic

impact of produce or sensitive to the

issues of food security and food safety.

But what’s also noteworthy is the near

unanimity of American agriculture that

NAFTA benefits all. 

Alcocer’s home state, California, is a

prime example of dependence on

Canada for more than $2 billion in

exports. (See accompanying chart – $

value of top 3 fruits, top 3 vegetables)

He points out that 80 per cent of

Canada’s winter supply of fresh 

vegetables originates in either the

Imperial Valley in California or from

Yuma, Arizona. 

It’s a two-way highway. The 

greenhouse vegetable industry has a lot

at stake. The top Canadian fruit and

vegetable exports to the U.S. include:

• Tomatoes ($368 million CDN)

• Peppers ($360 million CDN)

• Potatoes ($279 million CDN)

• Cucumbers and gherkins ($240 million

CDN) 

(Source:  Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada, 2016) 

“Do no harm, while recognizing 

sovereign needs is the mantra,” explains

Ron Lemaire, CPMA president. “We do

not want to disrupt positive trade nor do

we want to return to antiquated trade

remedies on pest management products,

food safety or market access.” 

CPMA represents more than 840 

members across Canada and the world,

including a significant number of 

members based in the United States.

With NAFTA on the agenda, it’s a 

well-calculated strategy to have Rick

Alcocer as chair this year, leveraging his

contacts and network. Those will be put

to use at CPMA’s semi-annual meetings

planned for September 14 and 15 in

Monterey, California. 

Canada has 175 negotiators 

representing 13 different government

departments at the table. The next

round moves to Mexico for September 1-

5. Nothing is being taken for granted as

lobbying efforts continue unabated. The

United Fresh Produce Association is

hosting a conference in Washington on

September 18-20.  Concurrently, CPMA

will be hosting a NAFTA panel in 

collaboration with The Wilson Center

with representatives from Canada,

Mexico and the United States. 

The message? 

“Agriculture has been the success

story of NAFTA,” says Lemaire.

Primed for NAFTA 2.0    

CPMA’s advocacy document to

the government of Canada 

contains a pithy list. 

• Shrinking the border. CPMA

supports a North American

perimeter approach to trade in

order to shrink the border and

ensure a quick and smooth

shipment of goods to con-

sumers. CPMA is encouraged to

see funding announced in the

federal 2017 budget for the

Trade and Transportation

Corridors Initiative.  Stateside,

the February 2017

Congressional Research Service

budget recommended 

improving customs automation

procedures, creating a 

single-access window at one

point of entry for importers and

exporters and special customs

procedures for express 

shipment.

• Improving crop protection

requirements.  CPMA 

welcomes all efforts to further

standardize sanitary and 

phytosanitary requirements as

well as Maximum Residue

Limits (MRLs) across all three

NAFTA countries. It also 

advocates for language within a

renewed NAFTA that 

recognizes sound, science-based

information as a fundamental

principle upon which NAFTA

countries trade.

CPMA also encourages the

establishment of a joint registra-

tion system that simultaneously

registers pest control products

and standardizes pesticide 

registrations with all NAFTA

countries. This would include a

joint re-evaluation process and

schedule for re-evaluations and

special reviews should also be

developed and implemented.

At present, the Canadian and

U.S. cycles are greatly mis-

aligned and present numerous

obstacles leading to unnecessary

non-tariff trade barriers.

• Creating a North American

Food Safety Authority. CPMA

encourages the Canadian 

government to explore further

coordination and integration of

North American food safety 

systems. This would ensure a

common scientific foundation

for assessing and preventing

emerging foodborne threats; for

recommending food safety risk

thresholds for pathogens,

residues and allergens; for

approving food safety 

interventions, technologies and

analytical test methods; for 

validating food safety best prac-

tices at all levels of food pro-

duction, processing, distribution

and preparation; for sharing and

interpreting food safety testing

and surveillance data gathered

across North America and 

globally in relation to imports;

and for recommending innova-

tive, outcome-based food safety

inspection practices and compli-

ance promotion strategies.  

CPMA recommends that

Canada and the U.S. join the

authority first, and that Mexico

join within a prescribed time-

frame from the official start of

the new agreement.

• Avoiding dumping. For many

Canadian commodities,

Ministerial Exemptions (MEs)

play an important role in 

ensuring there are no shortages

of product for Canadian 

consumers. The grade require-

ments stemming from an ME

request are also an important

tool used by the Canadian 

government to avoid dumping

low-quality products in Canada. 

Continued on next page

What is on the Canadian wish list 
to modernize NAFTA? 

FREE TRADE

The Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) is making a strong case for

horticulture in a renegotiated and modernized NAFTA agreement. That message

was taken to California on July 27 when CPMA board chair Rick Alcocer (L) and

CPMA president Ron Lemaire  (R) met with California state senator Scott Wiener.

A return visit to Monterey, California is planned for September 14 and 15.  

The fear of every grower is that they might be traded away for a pickup truck.
~ RICK ALCOCER

“ “
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Continued from last page

Similarly in the U.S., the 

secretary of agriculture may issue

Marketing Orders (MOs) which are

designed to stabilize market conditions

for certain commodities by regulating

interstate and international trade. Given

how similar the Canadian and American

regimes are, CPMA recommends that

any discussion of either in a renegotia-

tion must expand to include the similar

regime in the other country.  Removal or

changes to one must be balanced with

similar actions to the other to ensure

ongoing balanced trade. 

•  Providing financial risk mitigation.

This has been a long-standing issue

which worsened in October 2014, when

the Canadian fresh produce industry lost

its preferential access to the dispute 

resolution mechanism established under

the U.S. Perishable Agricultural

Commodities Act (PACA).  CPMA urges

the Canadian government to restore 

privileged access and implement a

PACA-like deemed trust. 

For the entire CPMA document

regarding NAFTA, go to: cpma.ca/ 

advocate/advocacy/nafta.

What is on the Canadian wish list 
to modernize NAFTA? 

FREE TRADE

Fruits Total US $1,174,089,000

Top three commodities

Strawberries $245,415,000

Grapes $233,692,000

Raspberries/Blackberries $134,160,000

Vegetables Total US $843,841,000

Top three commodities

Lettuce $177,147,000 

Brassicas $126,623,000

Cauliflower $68,406,000

California’s fruit and vegetable exports to Canada

DO YOU RECYCLE  
YOUR PESTICIDE  
CONTAINERS?

DO YOU RECYCLE 
YOUR PESTICIDE 
CONTAINERS?

One in three Canadian farmers don’t return their pesticide containers for recycling. 
Are you one of them?

See how to rinse and recycle your pesticide containers the right way at cleanfarms.ca
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Summer is without question

a very busy time for all farmers

in Ontario, especially during the

planting and harvest seasons.

Planting is always intense as

seeds must be dropped and

seedlings transplanted while the

soil conditions remain ideal to

maximize the growing season of

the crop. The produce business

is especially labour intensive,

requiring many workers to get

the harvest in on time.

Sometimes we must put in extra

hours to get the produce picked,

packed, in the cooler, and on

the way to market. On farms

with a variety of crops and tasks

there are days when staff is

channeled towards one specific

task to get it done before the

fruit is overripe or the growth is

out of control. We all dream of

ways automation may reduce

the labour burden on our farms,

and look for ways to mechanize

some of the most repetitive

jobs.   

Ontario horticulture produc-

ers are familiar with automation.

I have seen a machine dig 

carrots at a pace that an army of

workers with shovels could

never match. Potato farmers also

use a wide array of equipment

to aid in harvest. When the time

is right the diggers, conveyors

and trucks are dispatched to

bring in the spuds at high

speed, piling the tubers in the

barn while the weather and soil

conditions allow. Broccoli 

farmers also use a variety of

conveyors and wagons to get the

veggies into boxes as efficiently

as possible. Asparagus is 

harvested from a seat that 

hovers just above the ground

allowing the person harvesting

some comfort as they work to

get the crop in. Large farming

operations often make effective

use of automation in the 

packing house. Machines which

unload the product as it comes

into the packing house 

eliminate the heavy lifting.

Product can then be fed into

machines to be washed,

weighed, measured, and sorted.

In some cases produce is boxed

and even palletized ready to be

loaded onto trucks by a network

of belts, sliders, clamps, and

other mechanisms.

I could elaborate about the

many ways that automation

technology is applied to our

operations, but the point really

is that there are many pieces of

equipment in our operations

that make the jobs easier, faster,

and more efficient. Naturally,

every investment made on the

farm involves a payback 

calculation. The financial 

payback is critical, but not in

isolation of other paybacks such

as speed of working, enhanced

production capacity, and often

reduced occupational exposure. 

Automation that will be 

slower than the manual option

may be difficult to implement if

some other way to increase the

throughput is not implemented.

The technology required is also

expensive and particularly 

difficult for smaller farms to 

justify.

The imminent increase in

minimum wage has many 

farmers more seriously consider-

ing increasing automation.

However, too often there is no

effective way to replace the 

caring touch of the human hand

or the keen eye of the well

trained worker. We must accept

that certain tasks must be 

carried out by people.  

Reduced access to capital

will compound this problem as

an increased minimum wage

consumes growers’ margins

leaving them with less to invest

in their farms. Banks are also

likely to scrutinize a grower’s

business plan more closely,

knowing that an increased 

portion of the margin must now

be directed towards wages.

I do not believe the near

future to be some kind of 

technological apocalypse, but I

am sure that growers must

receive more for their product if

their enterprises are to remain

viable following the minimum

wage increase. I also believe

that given time this can be

accomplished, but it will be 

difficult to go to buyers next

year and ask for a 10-20 per cent

increase when competitors in

Mexico or Central America have

not changed their prices at all.

Ontario growers need to have

the minimum wage increase

spread out over more years so

they have time to adjust their

business plans and prices

accordingly.

The application of technolo-

gy on the farm hinges on having

a financially viable operation

along with the farmer’s interest

and intent to invest in their

business to keep them running

well for years and years to come.

Whether the harvest is 

performed by man or machine, I

hope that Ontario will continue

to be home for a broad spec-

trum of growers of produce from

apples to zucchinis.  We need to

be able to say that “Good

Things Grow in Ontario.”

Automation: at what cost?

JAN VANDERHOUT
CHAIR, OFVGA 

WEATHER VANE

Automation can only go so far. At Lakelee Orchards, Jordan Station, Ontario, these sweet cherries were hand picked and then transported to the packing line where seasonal

agricultural workers grade for shipment to consumers. Photo by Glenn Lowson. 
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Fruits, vegetables . . . and

sausage? 

There’s not much similarity

between fresh fruits and 

vegetables from Ontario farms,

and processed meat such as

sausage – other than the fact

that all of it could be 

adulterated by unscrupulous

processors.

And unfortunately, in the

case of sausage, that’s already

happened. 

A University of Guelph-led

study, published last month in a

peer-reviewed journal called

Food Control, found embarrass-

ingly high levels of mislabeling

on sausages in Canada.

How bad?

Well, the Guelph researchers

found mislabelling and cross-

species contamination of meat

ingredients in 20 per cent of

sausage samples selected from

grocery stores across the 

country.

Most involved meat 

substitution, such as sausages

labelled as beef also containing

pork and others labelled as

chicken also containing turkey.

Out of 27 beef sausage packages

tested, seven samples also 

contained pork. Among 20

chicken sausage packages, four

also contained turkey and one

contained beef. Of 38 pork

sausage packages tested, two

contained beef.

And one sample contained

horsemeat.

For beef, pork, chicken and

turkey sausages, products were

considered contaminated when

more than one per cent of

another meat was detected.

That means the likelihood of

one meat ending up in another’s

sample, possibly the result of

incomplete cleaning of 

processing equipment, doesn’t

hold water.

I’m really wondering what

processors who mislabel any

type of food are thinking.

Processing can add value to raw

commodities. But mislabelling

them ignores the potential 

public relations damage to the

industry, and the loss of 

credibility with consumers. The

discovery of horsemeat conjures

up memories of the 2013

European horsemeat scandal,

where processors there were

nailed for selling beef that was

actually horsemeat.     

I hope the public is outraged

by the sausage scam, particular-

ly given the product labels in

the Guelph study claimed the

sausage contained only one kind

of meat. Calling these findings

“mislabelling” is kind.

Misleading is more like it.   

But at the same time, I hope

people are heartened that

homegrown technology has

advanced to the point where

food fraud can be brought to

light. The whistle can be blown

on practices that dupe the 

public. And that by working

with the university, the 

government is getting on top of

the issue (the sausage study was

funded by the Canadian Food

Inspection Agency). The 

analytical tools used to prove

mislabeling are part of the DNA

barcoding technology developed

at Guelph that allows scientists

to identify species of organisms,

using a short standardized

region of genetic material. 

“This study demonstrates

that the technology is capable of

monitoring the industry in a

way we were never able to do

before,” says Bob Hanner, 

associate director of the

Canadian Barcode of Life

Network and a professor at the

University of Guelph-based

Biodiversity Institute of

Ontario. “It’s just one example

of how DNA testing is 

becoming a standard for food

ingredient authentication.” 

Originally, the technology

was developed to identify the

millions of species of organisms

on Earth. But it’s become clear

over the past decade or so that

at the consumer level, this 

technology can make a huge

contribution to identifying food

fraud. 

The Guelph lab that 

discovered the sausage 

mislabeling is the same one that

found the high level of 

misrepresentation of fish by

some restaurants and retailers –

mainly, cheaper fish being

pawned off as more expensive

fish.

To unsuspecting consumers,

this is not only insulting, it can

be dangerous, particularly to

those who have some kind of

food allergy. And that’s not to

mention those who avoid 

certain kinds of protein for 

religious purposes.           

The public has enough

doubt cast in its collective mind

about food quality and

processed food. Let’s not throw

more fuel on the fire by 

needlessly challenging their

trust.

Let’s learn a lesson from
Guelph’s sausage study    

OWEN ROBERTS
U OF GUELPH

PERSPECTIVE

I was very pleased to read

Jan VanderHout’s contribution

“Is your produce organic” in the

August/17 issue. It was a good

deal more balanced than I have

experienced in the past from

this publication. I would very

much agree that conventional

and organic growers who are

seeking to produce abundant,

nutritious produce in an 

environmentally sustainable

way do have a lot in common.

On the other hand I take

issue with the stand of The

Canadian Organic Trade

Association and the Organic

Council of Ontario as reported

by Owen Roberts in his 

contribution “Organic sector

looks to Ontario for greater

engagement” which suggests

that “organic” is unregulated in

Ontario. 

It is true that a producer can

lie and tell a consumer or other

buyer that he/she is “organic”

when in fact he/she is not 

following the regulations in the

Canadian Organic Standards. If

you have any reservations about

a product or producer just 

purchase a “Certified Organic“

product which will ensure that

the product and producer have

followed the regulations in the

Canadian Organic Standard and

has been verified by inspection

by a “certifying body” such as

Pro-Cert, Eco-Cert or OCIA.

Ken Laing
Organic grower since 1989
St.Thomas, ON

Look for “Certified Organic” 
advises grower

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Building a promotion plan is

where the art and science of

selling food come together.

There are real numbers 

available to you, which you

must use as a starting point, and

then you need to layer on the

art, which is predicting the

future.

You need to know your 

business

Start with your sales history.

You know these numbers and

they are reality. No doubt some

are good and some are bad and

there are reasons for all of it.

You have to remember they are

what you sold and the best

place to start with for the

future.

You can choose to build a

weekly or monthly plan. It 

really depends on the season of

your products and the fluctua-

tions in sales. If you are in the

market for 12 weeks, you need

to build a weekly plan.

After you chart your sales

history you need to determine

what impacted these sales.

Anything over and above the

normal activity is considered a

promotion and might not get

repeated the next year. Reduce

your sales history to every day

sales, which we call the 

baseline. Now you know what

would have sold if there were

no ads or extra investments.

Once you establish the baseline

you can begin to build the pro-

motions for the following year.

Understand your X factor

When we advertise an item

and the sales jump by a factor,

we call this the x factor. For

example, if your baseline sales

are 100 cases but when the

product is featured inside the

ad you sell 250 cases your x 

factor is 2.5. You only learn this

over time by watching the sales

and understanding your items.

Track your results and over

time you will see patterns

develop.

Forecast the future

Once you understand your

baseline sales and begin to learn

about your x factor, you can 

predict the future. Consider the

different promotion options

available to you and decide

what you want to participate in. 

Many people think the 

category manager does all this,

and it will be if you don’t take

the initiative. If you do take the

initiative, you can have some

impact on the decisions and

work together to find the best

solutions for both the supplier

and the retailer. 

There are many options and

you only have so much money

to spend. Figure out what works

best and where you get the best

return on your investment. With

a simple spreadsheet, you can

calculate your investments and

find the right program for your

products. You should know the

average case price you need to

be successful and then work

towards that price.

We do not all have to just

take the price and program in

front of us. Category managers

are busy and they appreciate

suppliers being more proactive

and considering the options.

Category managers do have the

final say and the good ones will

work with you on finding the

optimal solutions.

RETAIL NEWS 

Metro buys Missfresh

Recently Metro announced

they had purchased MissFresh,

an online seller of meals in a

box. This is just another 

example of how selling food is

changing. Obviously Metro

decided they had to invest into

this arena to understand it and

ensure they were not losing

sales to this recent addition to

the food landscape.

There are a number of 

examples of this business offer-

ing available to consumers in

Canada and the U.S. They all

promise fresh, prepared portions

that can be ready in less than 30

minutes. Most offer a program

where they try to get consumers

to sign up for two to five meals

per week per person in the

household. This is not for the

price-conscious consumer but it

is for those looking for fresh,

convenient food that they can

prepare without a lot of work.

Check out these on line

options to buy meals in a box:

www.missfresh.com

www.hellofresh.ca  

www.chefsplate.com

www.blueapron.com

www.makegoodfood.ca

Peter Chapman is a retail 
consultant, professional speaker
and the author of A la Cart-A 
suppliers’ guide to retailer’s 
priorities. Peter is based in Halifax
N.S. where he is the principal at
GPS Business Solutions and a
partner in SKUfood.com, an on
line resource for food producers.
Peter works with producers and
processors to help them navigate
through the retail environment with
the ultimate goal to get more of their
items in the shopping cart.  
peter@skufood.com

RETAIL NAVIGATOR

The art and science of selling food   

PETER CHAPMAN
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KAREN DAVIDSON 

There was lots of iron to

view at the Ontario Potato

Grower’s Association annual

field day at HJV Equipment in

Alliston. 

6M 1500mm Potato Washer. 

HJV Equipment is now

building potato washline 

equipment, explains Dan

Mann, vice-president, HJV

Engineering. This new line has

not only a stone separator but

the capacity to skim off floating

debris and hollow-hearted 

potatoes. Most importantly,

water consumption is reduced

by separating soil particles from

the water, enabling 20 loads

(45K pounds per load) to be

washed in the same water in

potatoes destined for 

processing.  

It’s typical in the storage of

chipstock varieties to have

breakdown in the bin with typi-

cal long-term storage in Ontario.

However, if growers can

process this breakdown, remov-

ing the bad from the good, the

grower can typically reclaim a

high percentage of the product

and see return on investment. 

“Managing debris and waste

is better with this system,” says

Mann.

For growers of processing

potatoes, it’s a regular routine to

be washing potatoes on a

Sunday for delivery to the plant

for Monday morning.  

“It’s tough to get labour for a

Sunday,” says Mann, “so having

a washing system that improves

packout while reducing cleanup

time is a benefit.” 

4300 Bulkbed by Spudnik.  

These boxes are built in such

a way that they flex with the

truck frame – a benefit when

travelling over rolling 

topography from field to the

packhouse. The panels are

replaceable if they get dented.

A stainless steel option is 

available. If desired, a hydraulic

roll-over tarp can protect freshly

harvested potatoes in foul

weather. These bulkbeds are

shipped from Spudnik’s Idaho

plant, however freight costs

aren’t as high because four can

be stacked on a truck versus

two.  

1100C Rogator From Agco.   

Ontario growers are all too

familiar with frequent spraying

of fungicides for late blight in

view of rainy weather this 

summer. This Rogator has a

recirculating boom to self-prime

the booms and also flush the

product back to the tank. This

allows the grower to rinse only

the booms to reduce chemical

loss at clean-out. 

“Less water used for a 

clean-out means less chemical

residue as well,” says Mann. 

With a GPS-guided tractor, a

grower can reduce the overlap

by turning off sections of a

sprayer when turning on a 

headland or an angle. 

The ergonomic controls in

the cab are modelled after

Fendt tractors, the “Rolls-

Royce” of tractors in Europe.

Fendt tractors have been

rebranded under the Challenger

name in North America, in a

business plan to reduce the

number of lines on offer.  Next

year, look for a new Terrogator

under this brand name.  

THE GROWER

SEPTEMBER 2017 –– PAGE 11

Sept 2 Verona Garlic Festival, Verona, ON 

Sept 7 Muck Crops Research Station Grower Day, 

Bradford, ON

Sept 9 Ontario Hazelnut Association Grower Trial Site 

Tour, Farm of Graham Dyer, Port Dover, ON 

Sept 9-10 Stratford Garlic Festival, Rotary Complex, 

Stratford, ON

Sept 10 Ontario Hazelnut Association Grower Trial Site 

Tour, Farm of Earl Hughson, Uxbridge, ON 

Sept 12-14 Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show, Woodstock, ON

Sept 13 Grape Growers of Ontario Celebrity Luncheon

with Chris Hadfield, Roma Club, St. Catharines, 

ON  

Sept 14 Asparagus Growers’ Twilight Tour and BBQ, 

Sandy Shore Farms, Port Burwell, ON 5-7 pm

Sept 17 Toronto Garlic Festival, Artscape Wynchwood 

Barns, Toronto, ON

Sept 18-20 Canadian Centre for Food Integrity “Public Trust 

Summit,” Calgary, AB

Sept 19-22 Process Expo, Chicago, IL  

Sept 19-23 International Plowing Match and Rural Expo, 

Walton, ON 

Sept 24 Organic Okanagan Festival, Summerhill Pyramid 

Winery, Kelowna, BC

Sept 30 Soupfest 2017, Ansnorveldt Park, Ansnorveldt, ON 

October 1-4 Third Global Minor Use Summit and Second 

Global Minor Use Workshop, Fairmont Queen 

Elizabeth Hotel, Montreal, QC

Oct 1 - 7 Ontario Agriculture Week

Oct 4-5 Canadian Greenhouse Convention, Scotiabank 

Centre, Niagara Falls, ON

Oct 20-21 Produce Marketing Association, New Orleans, 

Lousiana  

Oct 30-31 Advancing Women in Agriculture Conference, 

Hilton Fallsview, Niagara Falls, ON

Nov 3-12 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, Enercare Centre, 

Toronto, ON 

Nov 9 International Potato Disease Summit, Bangor, ME

Nov 14-16 Potato Growers of Alberta Annual General 

Meeting, Sheraton Red Deer, Red Deer, AB 

Nov 17 Ontario Produce Marketing Association Gala, 

Universal Event Space, Vaughan, ON 

Nov 28-30 Grow Canada Conference, Hyatt Regency, 

Calgary, AB 

COMING EVENTS 2017

FOCUS: NEW EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY

What’s new in potato equipment 

6M 1500mm Potato Washer by HJV Engineering

4300 Bulkbed by Spudnik 

Dan Mann poses with 1100C Rogator by Agco 
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Trapping spores of late

blight, a devastating disease of

potatoes and tomatoes, is an

innovative technology that was

evaluated for the first time in

2016. This two-year project of

the Ontario Potato Board, fund-

ed in part by Growing Forward

2 (GF2), is intended to improve

the management of late blight.

Spore traps were placed on

the borders of potato fields to

determine if they would detect

the presence of late blight

spores in the air before infection

takes place and before there are

symptoms visible on potato

plants. If growers know that late

blight spores are present, they

will increase the frequency of

sprays and switch to late blight-

specific fungicides. Late blight-

specific fungicides provide 

better control and work best

when applied before symptoms

appear, but these fungicides are

more expensive and more 

susceptible to fungal resistance. 

In 2016, two spore traps were

placed in two potato fields, one

near Alliston at Mark and

Shawn Murphy’s farm and the

other near Shelburne at D & C

VanderZaag Farms. The filters

that trap the spores were

replaced twice a week and sent

to A & L Biologicals for labora-

tory analysis. A PCR-based test

(polymerase chain reaction) was

used to identify the presence of

late blight spores. This test is

very sensitive, reliable and 

specific: it can detect very small

numbers of spores with little

risk of false positives. The

fields were also scouted regular-

ly to validate the effectiveness

of the spore traps. 

Last year was one of the 

driest years on record, and 

potato late blight did not 

develop in any potato fields in

Ontario. However, the traps

caught late blight spores three

times in 2016, despite the

drought. Late blight spores can

travel long distances carried by

high winds. The spores could

have been blown into Ontario

from Michigan where late blight

was reported in commercial

potato fields.

The weather in 2017 has

been very different from 2016.

Wet weather started early in

Ontario, and planting was

delayed. The spore traps were

installed at the end of May in

two fields, one in the Alliston

area and one in the Shelburne

area.The crop had not emerged

yet in the two fields. The grow-

ers who cooperated with this

project in 2016 were keen on

having the spore traps evaluated

again in one of their fields in

2017. Wet conditions continued

into June, and by that time late

blight was on the mind of all

potato growers. Growers were

saying “It is a late blight year.”

I could not have agreed more.

Spores were first caught on

July 7 in the spore traps in both

areas, but neither potato scouts

nor growers had seen any fields

with late blight. An alert was

emailed to all provincial growers

along with a late blight strategy

that recommended including

late blight-specific fungicides in

spray programs and to tank mix

these fungicides with protectant

fungicides to reduce the risk of

resistance. During July, the

spore traps kept catching late

blight spores and potato growers

were following a tight fungicide

program due to frequent rain-

fall. Late blight was found in a

potato field near Shelburne on

July 18. Spore traps were 

accurate in detecting late blight

spores before the disease was

confirmed in a field.

After the alert on July 7,

there were two potato late

blight outbreaks in other

Ontario areas.  Also, late blight

developed on tomatoes in

Southwestern Ontario. The

strain infecting potatoes and

tomatoes in Ontario was 

identified as US 23, the tomato

strain.    

It is a well-known fact that

the cost of production of 

potatoes is very high. In a wet

season like this one, a lot of

fungicide applications have

been necessary to keep late

blight out of fields. Late blight-

specific fungicides are a great

addition to the tool box, but

they are more expensive than

the broad-spectrum products.

Are they worth the money? The

answer is yes. Despite the damp

weather that has provided ideal

conditions for infection and the

high numbers of late blight

spores in the air, scouts have

found only a few dried-up

lesions in some fields. Although

expensive, the late blight 

strategy has proven to be 

effective.   

The two growers who provid-

ed the fields for this study have

said that the project has been

extremely useful not only for

them but also for all growers in

their areas. It provided an early

warning system for the presence

of late blight. The project is

both practical and innovative.

Spore traps placed on the edges

of fields did not interfere with

normal field work such as top

dressing, spraying or irrigation.

Late blight spore traps have

proven to be a useful tool to

detect the arrival of late blight

spores in potato-growing areas.

Growers can then switch to late

blight-specific fungicides when

they are most effective, before

symptoms appear on the crop.  

This project is funded in part

through Growing Forward

2(GF2), a federal-provincial

territorial initiative. The

Agricultural Adaptation Council

assists in the delivery of GF2 in

Ontario.       

Eugenia Banks is a consultant to
the Ontario Potato Board.

The performance of spore traps for late blight in the driest (2016) 
and the wettest (2017) years in Ontario

FOCUS: NEW EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY

This spore trap was invaluable in detecting presence of late blight. The early warning system alerted Mark Murphy to spray fungicide on July 5 on his potato crop near

Alliston, ON. Photos by Glenn Lowson.
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KAREN DAVIDSON 

Google Drive has trans-

formed how potato grower

Morgan Smallman farms with

his dad, Jeff and uncle Jason.

For two years now, Smallman

has subscribed to the free,

cloud-based service for its

spreadsheets.  

“It used to be that my dad

had a notepad in his pocket, but

if I couldn’t find him, there was

no access to records,” recalls

Smallman. “All of us now have

Iphones and whether we’re

using a laptop, tablet or cell

phone, we’re all connected.

That includes our agronomist.” 

The sixth-generation farmer

has been back to the O’Leary,

Prince Edward Island farm 

fulltime for three years now,

and as a former salesperson for

GPS equipment, has updated

farm practices for 500 acres of

processing potatoes. When

planting or harvesting in the

GPS-guided tractor cab,

Smallman has his hands free to

observe and record notes. For

example, when applying liquid

fertilizer, he can check on how

much has been applied in the

past and record precisely the

current amounts right to the

row. Fertilizer amounts are 

tabulated according to soil tests.

“I can input as I’m moving,”

says Smallman. “The informa-

tion includes seed variety, crop

protection products and number

of rows applied. We often have

crop tours visit our farm and I

can now point to specific fields

where a specific crop protection

product has been used.” 

Repeatability is important.

The 31-year-old, self-described

techie likes to compare notes

on band spraying versus full-

boom spraying. The records

show which method is most

cost-effective. 

Google Drive allows data to

be recorded under different

weather conditions, year by

year. As a result, Smallman

expects to finetune their 

practices on a go-forward basis.  

“Where did dad plant that?”

asks Smallman rhetorically.

“We can no longer remember

all the details. It’s now on-farm

research.” 

Google Drive is at heart of
potato grower’s office

Weather is constantly 

changing, but Rod Wheeler 

hasn’t changed his weather app

for five years. It’s called

Myradar. As one of Procyk

Farms’ owners, Wheeler 

considers the weather app to be

an important management tool

to monitor approaching storm

cells in the field.

“When a thunder storm is

approaching, I can get our 

workers out of the field,” says

Wheeler, recalling a tight 

cabbage harvest schedule 

several years ago. 

Not only is the weather app

used for worker safety, but for

scheduling the 400-plus work

force for the myriad of seasonal

tasks for 1,300 acres of 

vegetable crops. It’s a fluid 

situation every day, but this tool

is a constant companion in real

time.

One of the features of this

weather app is its animated,

high-definition weather radars

tuned to the farmer’s current

standing position. For those

with fields in far-flung locations,

that’s an advantage. The farmer

can customize or “layer” the

map to show cloud cover and

precipitation.  

There is also functionality for

airdropping data. Wheeler is

able to share a weather forecast

with other team members. Turn

on the Airdrop in Control

Centre on iOS systems or go to

Airdrop in Finder on Mac 

computer systems. 

Or you can take a screenshot

of the radar and share by email,

Twitter or Facebook. Available

since 2012, the program has

been upgraded many times with

more functionality all the time.

“My brother-in-law uses anoth-

er program called NOAA Radar

U.S. from the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration

but I’m sticking with Myradar,”

says Wheeler. 

Photo top: Rod Wheeler, Procyk

Farms, Wilsonville, Ontario

monitors weather by the minute

and can order workers out of a

field when thunderstorms are

approaching. Photo by Glenn

Lowson. 

MyRadar weather app 
rules the day

“Lots of technology going on in the cab. Hard to live without GPS steering
which allows me to do other things. But really can't live without Google Drive!
Spreadsheets, documents, all in one place on all my devices. It's great!”

~ MORGAN SMALLMAN, ALBERTON, PEI

“

“
When a thunder storm is approaching, I can get our workers out of the field.

~ ROD WHEELER

“ “

WARWICK
ORCHARDS & NURSERY LTD.

7056 Egremont Rd. RR8  Watford, ON  N0M 2S0

Tel: (519) 849-6730    Toll free: 877-550-7412
Fax: (519) 849-6731 

Email: warwickorchards@brktel.on.ca

3 Orchard Equipment & Supplies
3 Munckhof Orchard Sprayers
3 Votex Shredders
3 Votex Mowers
3 Tree Stakes & Tie 

Material
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Next spring, when a fresh

flush of weeds is poking

through the earth, another first

will be recorded. Bayer Digital

Farming will be expanding the

functionality of its weed 

recognition app WEEDSCOUT

with additional features. 

“Most weed apps in the past

have been catalogue-based,”

explains Warren Bills, business

development manager, Bayer

Digital Farming.

The farmer would scroll

down through a catalogue of

photos to find something

resembling the weed in 

question. The farmer has to

select criteria such as the shape

of the shoots or leaves and final-

ly gets a list of potential weeds

similar to the plant in question.

In contrast, the WEEDSCOUT

app makes identification fully

automatic. The app analyzes

the image, identifies the weed

and speeds up the identification

for the unskilled eye. 

With a dandelion, for 

example, each time a farmer

identifies a photo in different

stages, and different lighting,

the accuracy improves. That’s

the way deep machine learning

works – the software teaches

itself to be better. In a way, this

program improves through

crowd sourcing images of weed

species from around the world.

Available by downloading

through the Canadian Apple or

Android store, this app is

expected to improve quickly

with a global archive. The 

company’s data scientists are

currently encouraging users to

download the app for free and

assist them in training the 

algorithm for identification.

The WEEDSCOUT app is 

targeted to those who wish to

improve their weed 

identification skills. 

For two years now, a team of

seven has formed the Bayer

Digital Farming division in

Calgary, Alberta. Data scientists

and other specialists are 

conducting field analysis with

sensors. They are exploring

how to improve the experience

of farmers using crop protection

products. The next step for

Bayer is to develop and adapt

the WEEDSCOUT approach

for diseases, insects and leaf

damage. 

“Farmers are evolving 

rapidly in this space,” says Bills.

“We want to be part of that and

complement their decisions.”   

For a video called “How 

artificial intelligence is driving

digital farming,” go to:

http://bit.ly/2uvC0Nw

Artificial intelligence is improving 
new WEEDSCOUT app for faster identification

FOCUS: NEW EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY

SEEDERS      TRANSPLANTERS      TILLERS      
IRRIGATION PUMPS         BOOMS & REELS

CERTIFIED DEALER
OF BRIGGS IRRIGATION

R&W Equipment
5221 11th Line, Cookstown, ON

705.458.4003
rwequipment@bellnet.ca

rwequipment.ca
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Where there’s a need, there

is a way. Ed Tomecek and 

consulting company, Tomecek

Agronomy Services, have 

developed an app called

SprayHub which houses data on

crop protection sprays and 

re-entry intervals.  

Beta tested in response to

the needs of processing tomato

clients, SprayHub represents a

new era in seamless communi-

cation between growers, crop

scouts and processors. Not only

is this a powerful tool for grow-

ers in ensuring worker safety,

but a time-saving tool for

processors ensuring food safety. 

“Worker safety in the field is

a big deal,” says Craig Hunter,

crop protection advisor, Ontario

Fruit and Vegetable Growers’

Association. “The Pest

Management Regulatory

Agency (PMRA) is currently 

re-evaluating key fungicides

with the intent to restrict or

eliminate their use because of

worries of worker exposure.

This app demonstrates how

growers can manage that risk.”

Last fall, Tomecek

Agronomy identified the need

in the processing tomato sector.

They approached the Ontario

Tomato Research Institute, a

group representing five 

processors and about 75 growers

with contracts. 

“I’ve had 44 years of experi-

ence in the processing tomato

sector,” says Tomecek. “We’re

in big trouble if we lose these

crop protection materials.” 

Wanting to forestall 

cancellation of these fungicides,

Tomecek partnered with a

mathematician and safety offi-

cers to device a grower-friendly

app. They organized a com-

pendium of all possible sprays

that would be used on process-

ing tomatoes. A key benefit is a

drop-down menu that lists all

possible sprays and their label

rates and ranges.  Essentially,

it’s a check-off list whereby a

grower can tap the box and

there is little keyboarding

required. 

More importantly, when the

grower confirms the date of

spray application and the 

specific spray, there is a time-

stamp which alerts the user to

the appropriate re-entry interval

(REI). If spraying is finished at

9 pm, for example, and the

spray has a 48-hour REI, then

the app will calculate exactly

when that field is safe for 

re-entry – to the minute.

Farm employees and third-

party agronomists can be given

access to the app as well, 

providing them with the ability

to confirm in real time whether

the fields they are entering are

safe. The SprayHub app

includes a declaration to be 

verified by the grower after

each pesticide application: “I

will ensure that my workers are

made aware of the REI, the

pre-harvest interval and any

personal protective equipment

requirements.” 

“We have created a trackable

system that can be audited by

the PMRA,” says Tomecek.

“Now we’re being approached

by other growers if this can be a

model for their commodities.” 

SprayHub is an app to ensure
worker safety

Howard Pryce, from Clarendon, Jamaica, has been coming to Mark DeBrouwer’s MAD Farms in

Bleinheim, Ontario for 14 years. He’s adept at using the Spray Hub app for keeping out of recently

sprayed fields.  
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Back in August, I joined a

group of farmers to learn about

native pollinator habitats on

farms. Susan Chan, manager of

Farms at Work’s Native

Pollinator Program, and Katie

Fisher, a summer student of

Professor Raine’s lab, organised

the day at Howe Family Farms

in Aylmer as part of collabora-

tive GLASI project between

Dr. Nigel Raine’s lab at the

University of Guelph and Farms

at Work.  We learned about 

pollinators and how to create

and preserve habitats for them.

The Howe family and the

Butter family spoke about what

they are doing to support polli-

nators and toured the group to

learn about different habitats

and their pollinator garden

(Figure 1). 

Throughout the day we

learned about the importance

for farmers to take action to

encourage pollinator 

populations on their farms, as

this will not only promote 

pollinator activity but also 

contribute to overall 

sustainability. Pollinators can

either be wild, including 

bumble bees, solitary bees, 

butterflies, and moths, or 

managed, including honey bees.

Many crops rely on pollinators

to reach full yield and quality

potential, including apples,

blueberries, asparagus, squash,

strawberries, and cherries.

Strawberries in particular

require 20 pollinator visits per

flower to produce a marketable

berry, and blueberries can have

most of the pollination 

completed by wild pollinators if

there are pollinator habitats 

surrounding the field. 

More pollinators in general

can lead to improved fruit set

and fruit quality of these crops.

To provide farmers with more

information on pollinators,

Susan Chan and Kathleen Law,

along with other contributors,

put together a Technical Guide for

Preserving and Creating Habitat
Pollinators on Ontario’s Farms.
The Guide highlights three

steps for farmers to take to

encourage pollinators on the

farm:

1. Keep the natural habitat

you already have

2. Enhance the habitat where

possible

3. Reduce the use of 

pesticides where possible

1. The first step is relatively

easy and straight forward.

Natural habitats on your farm

can include hedgerows, 

wetlands, forests, and roadsides.

Did you know that 70 per cent

of solitary bees nest in the

ground?  Or that some bees

overwinter in logs and hollow

stems, such as raspberry canes?

This means that by simply 

leaving bare ground and dead

trees alone, you are providing

important habitats for bees and

wasps. With enough of these

natural habitats wild pollinators

can complete all the pollination

required for your crops.

2. Enhancing pollinator habitat

involves a bit more work. When

planning your habitats think of

what pollinators need: a food

source from April to October,

nesting and overwintering sites,

and protection from pesticide

exposure. Nectar and pollen can

come from different flowering

species, including your crops.

Include different flowering

species in your windbreaks,

hedgerows, cover crops or even

create a bee pasture. Many of

these plantings will provide

benefits to your farm other than

pollinator habitats, including

reducing erosion, creating bene-

ficial micro-climates, and using

marginal land. Plan to have

native and non-native plants

flowering when your crop is not

in bloom, to provide food

throughout the summer. Create

pollinator habitats within 750m

of your crops to stay within the

flying range of different 

pollinators--but keep the 

habitats far enough away (150m)

to protect them from pesticide

exposure.  

3. Every berry grower knows

how important it is to avoid

spraying harmful pesticides 

during bloom. Continue to read

the labels and be aware of 

products that note toxicity to

bees. Avoid spraying toxic

insecticides when bees are

active or during bloom. Keep

your beekeepers up-to-date

throughout the season. Limiting

herbicide use can also con-

tribute to enhancing pollinator

activity. For example, leave

weeds such as common 

milkweed, essential for monarch

butterflies.

Steps for berry growers in

particular: 

• Choose native perennials that

bloom before and after berry

patches blossom to encourage

pollinators to establish in that

area

• Plant native perennials and

flowering species in hedgerows,

field margins and buffer strips,

and in between rows where 

possible

• Provide alternate nesting sites

for pollinators by creating 

nesting boxes around berry

crops. 

• Leave mulch-free space for

ground-nesting bees

• Reduce pollinator exposure to

insecticides by reading and 

following product labels, and

spraying in the evenings or early

morning when pollinators are

less active

• Do not apply insecticides or

allow insecticides to drift onto

adjacent blooming crops or off-

site habitat if bees are foraging

in or near the treatment area

Read OMAFRA’s Pollinator

Health Information for Crop

Growers for more information:

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/en

glish/pollinator/info-

crops.htm#2. 

This year was a hard year for

pollinators in strawberries as

May and June were cold and

wet; not the weather pollinators

are looking for. In years like this

one, having wild bees work for

you is especially important, as

they are more likely to pollinate

your crops than honeybees in

these less-than-favourable 

conditions. Compared bee to

bee, they are also more 

effective pollinators than honey

bees. The amount of wild bee

activity will depend on the 

natural cover present, and can

be essential to reaching full crop

potential. 

Creating pollinator habitats

on your farm will help attract

pollinators to your crops but also

customers to your farm. Many

berry growers in Ontario have

pick-your-own or agritourism

operations. Having pollinator

gardens will add to the farm

experience and make your farm

more appealing.

So, what are examples of

species to include in these 

practices? 

To list a few from the guide:

• Maple, spruce, goldenrod,

milkweed for windbreaks

• Black eyed-Susan, evening

primrose, Prairie Cinquefoil for

buffers and meadows

• Canada wildrye, sneezeweed,

Cardinal flower, pussy willow

for buffers

In addition, it is important to

keep pest management in mind;

do NOT plant wild hosts for

berry pests such as spotted wing

drosophila on your farm, which

includes honeysuckle, 

mulberry, elderberry, 

pokeweed, and buckthorn.

For more information on

plant species suggestions, 

government-funded cost-share

programs, becoming a certified

‘bee-friendly’ farm, and on

enhancing pollinator habitats on

your farm, visit farmsatwork.ca.

or OMAFRA’s website for polli-

nator health information:

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/en

glish/pollinator/info-

crops.htm#2. 

To keep up to date on native

pollinator research, follow Susan

@Squash_Bee or myself, Erica

Pate @PateErica for berry-relat-

ed information. 

Erica Pate is fruit crops 
specialist, OMAFRA

Habitats for berry bees (and beneficial wasps)

Figure 1. Example of an on-farm pollinator garden. 

Blueberries in bloom

Leah Erickson 
(BC/AB)
604-957-2359

Marc André
Laberge (QC)
514-984-4589

Bridget Visser 
(ON/MB)
905-715-8595

Paul Banks 
(ON/NS)
905-688-4300

Henry Zomer 
(ON/MB/SK)
905-308-4396

Rob Hovius 
(ON/PEI/NB)
519-580-3231

Laura
Caralampides (QC)
514-984-0662

~ Quality Seed Since 1881 ~

www.StokeSeeds.com

T: 1-800-263-7233
F: 1-800-272-5560

OUR EXPERTS ARE HERE TO HELP!
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EQUIPMENT

DON ARTHUR ORCHARD EQUIPMENT
(519) 599-3058 donarthur3@gmail.com     Clarksburg, ON

NEW IMPROVED H.D. HYDRAULIC PUMP, 5 FULL OR 15 EMPTY 
BINS- ANY SIZE WOOD OR PLASTIC, LOW AND NARROW, SMOOTH
TRANSPORT - SIDE STEP PLATFORMS OPTIONAL

** TURBO-MIST SPRAYERS NEW & USED IN STOCK

** PERFECT ROTARY MOWERS & FLAIL MULCHERS
Perfect KG-220 (2014) H.D. Flail, LIKE NEW $7,550
Bin Carrier almost new - just traded

TRADES, CONSIGNMENTS, LEASING, DELIVERY ANYWHERE

BIN CARRIER FOR FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

MARKETPLACE
advertising@thegrower.org        866-898-8488 x 218

REAL ESTATE

Gerry Loeters for 
Royal LePage, RCR Realty.
PH. 519-765-4217
Cell. 519-773-6460
loeters@amtelecom.net

Blueberry
farm for sale
in West Elgin

near West-Lorne on major Highway. Appr.
13 acres in full production. Lots of room for
expansion. NOW certified organic. Full list
of equipment and financials available for 
serious inquiries only.

High producing orchard
south of Simcoe.Total

100 acres with 60 acres in orchard 2
homes, bunkhouse,machine shed and full
line of equipment. Mix of varieties and age
of trees available. More information 
available.

BLUEBERRY FARM

ORCHARD

NOW CERTIFIED ORGANIC

IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION 
EQUIPMENT

Quantity of 
irrigation pipe

(mostly hook type)
3” - $40
4” - $50
5” - $60

Quantity of 
fittings – hydrants

and towers
Large quantity of 
sprinklers - $10

Bradford
(905) 955-5811

Pipe
& Fittings

for Water Systems
• PVC, ABS, Poly, Copper

• Stainless, Brass, Steel
Product Lines

• Drip & Micro Irrigation
• Septic & Sewer
• Drainage & Culverts
• Berkeley Water Pumps

Winona Concrete 
& Pipe Products Ltd.

489 Main St. W., Grimsby, ON. L3M 1T4

info@WinonaConcrete.com
Phone (905) 945-8515    
Fax: (905) 945-1149

or call toll-free
1-800-361-8515

CALL ABE FIRST
FOR BETTER PRICES, MORE 

CHOICES, FAST, AND FRIENDLY 
SERVICE. BUY A DIESEL ENGINE
PUMP UNIT FROM THE DIESEL

MECHANIC.

NEW IRRIGATION PUMP
UNITS ON TRAILER

• Cummins 4 cyl & 6 cyl
• John Deere, 4 cyl & 6 cyl
• Iveco 4 cyl & 6 cyl
• Kubota & Deutz etc.
• Perkins-Cat

Rovatti / Cornell
/ Berkeley Pumps, etc.

And many more new or 
used up to 550 HP. 

We build them all big or small.
Also couplers, hoses, clamps, for
suction, camlock, ringlock, bauer

etc.

A. KOOLMEES
R.R. 1, Otterville, ON   N0J 1R0

(519) 879-6878  
Fax: (519) 879-6319

• VEGETABLE SEEDERS

Planet Jr.     Gaspardo     Cole

• FERTILIZER ATTACHMENTS

(SideDressers)

• CHISEL PLOW EQUIPMENT

• ROW CROP WEEDERS AND CULTIVATORS

• DISC HILLERS

• SPECIALIZED ROW CROP EQUIPMENT, ETC.
Cultivator Steels, Sweeps, Hoes, Furrowers,
Hillers, Etc. 

JOHN C. GRAHAM CO. LTD.
88 Erie Street North • P.O. Box 13

Leamington, Ontario • N8H 3W1
Tel:(519) 326-5051   Fax: (519) 326-0480

• Grayco Digger
• Small bale chopper
• 20” long wash conveyor
• Vicon spreader
• Ginseng sprayer
• 2acres of irrigation
sprinklers and pipe for
cloth garden.
dlfarms@execulink.com
Cell: 5197884973

ORCHARD SUPPLIES

GARLIC SEED

Music Garlic Seed 
For Sale

6th year clean seed 
program. Tested by 

University of Guelph and
found to be bulb and stem

nematode free.
Please contact Jennalee

Farms for pricing  
jennyallossery@hotmail.com

or 519-351-3520.



PAGE 18 –– SEPTEMBER 2017

 THE GROWER

MARKETPLACE
advertising@thegrower.org        866-898-8488 x 218

SEED AND ROOTSTOCK REFRIGERATION

QUALITY 
FRUIT TREES

• APPLE on M9, B9 and M26
• Peach on Bailey
• PEAR on Quince

ORDER NOW FOR 
BEST SELECTION

WARWICK
ORCHARDS & NURSERY LTD

7056 Egremont Rd. R.R. #8

Watford, Ontario

N0M 2S0

warwickorchards@brktel.on.ca

Tel: (519) 849-6730

Toll free: 877-550-7412

Fax: (519) 849-6731

Providing quality 
apple trees for 40

years.

• Bench graft
• 9 month bench
• KNIP tree
• Top grafting existing orchard

Brian Van Brenk
31760 Erin Line

Fingal ON, Canada  
N0L 1K0

5199026353
www.vanbrenk.ca

brian@vanbrenk.ca

CONTAINERS & PACKAGING

CONTAINERS & PACKAGING

Used Plywood 
Apple Bins - 2 ways

48” x 48”
48” x 45”

ALGOMA 
ORCHARDS

Newcastle
905-242-6141

PLYWOOD
APPLE BINS

FOR SALE

Call Josling Farms 
905-689-5523

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale: Single row PTO driven potato digger. Good condition

with newish chain. Older model. Barrie area. Asking $1500. 

Call 705-728-4369. RWJCLRK@gmail.com
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It has been a summer of 

disappointments and challenges

for me. The lousy weather

hasn’t helped either. Sometimes

just talking about issues or 

sharing them will help, so here

goes. If from amongst the

12,000 folks who get The

Grower there may be even a

few who can empathize, it will

help!

I missed a good friend Doug

Mewett at our annual golf 

session in July. We have played

together at CropLife’s 

tournament, and now the

Ontario Agri-Business

Association one for many years.

Doug was the long serving

executive secretary at Ontario

Pesticides Advisory Committee,

now retired. He called me say

he had had (another) mild heart

attack, and couldn’t play this

year. We commiserated on life’s

unfairness, and made plans for

next year.

Last week another old friend

and classmate George

Burkholder went in for a triple

by-pass. This was certainly

unexpected, as we had recently

golfed together (at the above

tournament) and his game was

as strong as ever. The operation

was not fully successful and he

is scheduled for another one

soon. We plan more golf next

year, but he misses the Ontario

Agricultural College alumni

game where four of our class

have played often over the

years. Get well quickly George!

Another old friend, whom I

mentioned last month, Dave

Thompson, is chomping at the

bit in PEI to get active follow-

ing his surgery ordeals as well.

Last week our Rotary Club

lost a valued member, Doug

Vallee, who passed much sooner

than expected from cancer.

Doug gave me good advice over

the years, and he gave back to

his community in many ways for

more than 50 years. His son

John continues the family 

engineering business, and

grandson Andrew looks to be

following in the family tradition

down the road too, while

attending university for 

engineering. Doug’s legacy will

continue to the benefit of our

town and citizens.

Then there is the unfair

treatment of my neighbour at

the cottage, Jack Thurston

(Who told me I never use

names in my columns!), who

has been virtually forced to quit

driving his big rig. Jack has

always been there to help me,

three generations of Hunters,

and all the neighbours as well.

He farms, but has also had big

equipment like a backhoe,

dozer, float, dump trucks and

high-hoe to tackle any job.

Local ‘officials’ screwed him

around, and then ultimately

forced his insurance coverage to

such an inordinate high point

that he had to ‘retire’ the rigs.

This after 65+ years of a 

completely clean driving record!

I share his anger and frustration

with ‘officials’ who wear a tin

badge, get too big for their

britches, and carry a grudge

against a successful man. Our

local community is being 

unfairly hit as a result.

Then there is the ongoing

national issue of water 

monitoring for pesticide

residues. Was it only me who

realized the worst problems

being found were in man-creat-

ed and managed water courses?

In a natural watercourse there is

so much buffering capacity that

even with huge spills, Mother

Nature recovers and life goes

on. In two incidents from the

past, the Harrow (Ontario) 

warehouse fire and the Canning

(Nova Scotia) warehouse fire,

there were millions of gallons of

water put onto pesticide 

warehouse fires by firemen in

attempts for control. In both

cases, the runoff went into 

natural watercourses. In

Canning, the runoff was into the

Habitant River and on to the

Minas Basin, and in Harrow into

Harrow Creek and into Lake

Erie. There were significant

local fish kills at the time, and

high levels of some products

were found as expected. Time

has now passed, and in both

locations the environment is as

good as it ever was before these

‘spills.’ Compare this to more

recent findings of parts per 

trillion that have anguished so

many in some locations, and yet

proof of impairment to the biota

is lacking!  Just exceeding a 

man-made number does not

conclusively mean impairment

has occurred!

While no one wants to find

any residue unexpectedly, it is

surely more important to know

if Mother Nature can correct

this, and if in fact the levels are

actually a ‘problem’ regardless

of a man-made artificial level. It

is interesting that while some

numbers were above the ‘limit,’

they were mostly in man-made

watercourses, and could be

explained by man’s activity of

disturbing the drain with 

clean-out activity in one, or of

adding huge extra volumes of

water for irrigation in the other

causing erosion and movement

of (possibly) contaminated soil

downstream. I get all worked up

when I think of the huge

amounts of work engendered in

the process of rebutting 

proposals, when due diligence

on the data sources at the onset

might have explained away the

findings. Aaagh!

Then there is my supposed

golf game. I haven’t played

enough this summer to keep a

decent handicap, and that

always bugs me! I played more

(and better even with hickory

shafted clubs) as a 12-year-old.

(This is not an attempt to get

more strokes on the course-

honest!) It just tells me I have

put priorities in other areas this

year.

Lastly, I got a note today

from my sister who had driven

past our old home where we

both grew up. It appears that it

is soon to be razed, and likely

replaced with a monster house

on its generous urban lot. In a

street almost a mile long, there

are only seven original houses

left. Soon it will be six.

Bittersweet to see it go, but

none of the siblings could use it

when it was sold 25 years ago.

How many others out there

have seen the same thing? How

many left their family homes

long ago and never even saw

them again? How many never

wanted to see the old place

again as it held bad memories?

We can at least be grateful that

our memories and lots of photos

attest to good times!

I also received word today

that Brian Mauza has retired

from Ocean Spray Canada. I

have known Brian for a long

time going back to his days with

British Columbia Agriculture

and mine with OMAF. He went

to Ocean Spray just when the

B.C.  cranberry industry was

taking off. He has been a

‘regular’ at the annual Minor

Use Priority Meetings. I will

miss his quiet, knowledgeable

representation of that industry.

Many happy regards in 

whatever this latest version of

retirement looks like Brian!

There actually have been

some high points this summer

too! I learned that two of my

nieces are expecting which is

great news indeed. My elder

daughter is coming home from

New Zealand for a couple of

hectic weeks that we are all

excited about. And there have

been several quiet weekends at

‘The Cabin’ which has survived

now for more than 180 years.

That helps to take the sting

away from losing ‘Our Old

House.’ 

Today is a bright sunny day,

so all is good as I look forward

to the rest of the summer!

Thanks for reading!

CRAIG HUNTER
OFVGA

MINOR USE

CRAIG’S COMMENTS

The dog days of summer   
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JIM CHAPUT 

The Pest Management

Regulatory Agency (PMRA)

recently announced the

approval of an URMULE 

registration for Switch fungicide

for control of anthracnose (leaf

curl) on celery in Canada.

Switch fungicide was already

labeled for use on a number of

crops in Canada for control of

several diseases. 

This minor use project was

submitted as a result of minor

use priorities established by

growers and extension 

personnel. 

The following is provided as

an abbreviated, general outline

only. Users should be making

pest management decisions

within a robust integrated 

disease management program

and should consult the 

complete label before using

Switch fungicide. 

Switch fungicide is TOXIC

to aquatic organisms.

Fludioxonil is persistent and

may carry over. It is 

recommended that any products

containing fludioxonil not be

used in areas treated with this

product during the previous 

season. Do not permit Switch

fungicide to contaminate off-

target areas or aquatic habitats

when spraying or when cleaning

and rinsing spray equipment or

containers. 

Follow all precautions and

detailed directions for use on

the Switch fungicide label 

carefully. 

For a copy of the new minor

use label contact your local crop

specialist, regional supply outlet

or visit the PMRA label site at

http://bit.ly/2vfGQgl

Jim Chaput is minor use 
coordinator for OMAFRA, Guelph
ON.

Fungicide for celery leaf curl   
MINOR USE

KAREN DAVIDSON 

Trading Ottawa offices for

southwestern Ontario fields,

senior staff of the Pest

Management Regulatory

Agency (PMRA) visited several

growers July 25 and 26 to find

out more about issues in minor

crops. The following growers

participated:

• Dave Van Segbrook,

Tupperville, Ontario (Brussels

sprouts)

• Brian Rideout, Cedar Springs,

Ontario (apples, peaches, 

cherries, melons)

• Steve Stasko, Leamington,

Ontario (greenhouse peppers

and strawberries)

• Tom and Bob Magri,

Leamington, Ontario 

(greenhouse cucumbers)

• Kevin Epp, Staples, Ontario

(processing tomatoes) 

“Given the high level of

concern amongst minor crop

producers regarding re-

evaluation issues, the sponsors

of the summer tour set out to

familiarize the staff of PMRA

with some key crops impacted

by current re-evaluation 

proposals and to visit a key

drainage watershed that has

been impacted by pesticide

detections,” says Jim Chaput,

minor use coordinator,

OMAFRA.  

Six PMRA staff from Ottawa

and two Health Canada 

compliance officers from

Guelph participated. Craig

Hunter and Charles Stevens

from the Ontario Fruit and

Vegetable Growers’ Association

and Niki Bennett from the

Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable

Growers provided technical

background. OMAFRA 

specialists offering crop 

production and pest manage-

ment information included:

Anne Verhallen, Elaine Roddy,

Kristen Obeid, Travis Cranmer,

Cara McCreary, Shalin Khosla,

Peter Roberts, Tim Brook and

Cora Loucks.  

PMRA staff
visit the field 

Crop(s) Target Rate (g/ha) Application Information PHI (days)

Celery Anthracnose

(leaf curl)

775-975 Begin applications prior to or at the

onset of disease and repeat 

applications on a 7-10 day interval if

conditions remain favourable for 

disease development.

Do not make more than 2 applications

per year.

May be

applied on

the day of

harvest 

(0-day PHI).
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